
Realism impels me to admit that close adherence to this method will mean suf- 
fering and sacrifice. It might even mean going to jail. If this is the case we must 
with dignity and love fill up the jails of the South. 

Someone will ask; how will we face the acts of cruelty and violence that might 
come as a result of our standing up for justice? What will be our defense? Cer- 
tainly it must not be retaliatory violence. We must find our defense in the inher- 
ent power of unity and courage. Our defense is to meet every act of violence to- 
ward an individual Negro with the fact that there are thousands of others who will 
present themselves in his place as potential victims. Every time one school teacher 
is fired for standing up courageously for justice, it must be faced with the fact that 
there are thousands of more to be fired. If the oppressors bomb the home of one 
Negro for his courage, this must be met with the fact that they must be required 
to bomb the home of every other Negro in that community. This dynamic unity, 
this amazing self-respect, this willingness to suffer, and this refusal to hit back will 
soon cause the oppressor to become ashamed of his own method. He will be 
forced to stand before the world and his God splattered with the blood and reek- 
ing with the stench of his Negro brother. 

If we will join together in doing all of these things we will be able to speed up 
the full realization of the third period which is before us. This is our glorious 
challenge and overwhelming responsibility. 

5 July 
1957 

TD. ABSP-DHU. 

To Mordecai W. Johnson 

5 July 1957 
[Montgomery, Ala. ]  

Nearly two months after offering King the deanship of Howard University S School of 
Religion, Howard president Mm-decai Johnson wrote on 3 July that he was still “eagerly 
awaiting” Kings decision.’ In the following reply, King i n f m  Johnson that he has 
decided to turn down the position at Howard because his “wwk in the South is not 
quite complete. ”Johnson replied on 3 August, supporting Kings decision: “There are 
indeed vast possibilities of a non-violent, non-cooperative appoach to the solution of 
the race problem in the South; and this un&aking is challenging beyond measure. 

1 .  See also William Stuart Nelson to King, and King to Johnson, both dated P May 1957. Morde- 
cai Wyatt Johnson (1890-1976). born in Paris, Tennessee, earned a B.A. (191 1) from Morehouse 
College and another B.A. (1913) from the University of Chicago. After graduating from Rochester 
Theological Seminary (1916) he earned an M.Th. (1922) from Harvard University, a D.D. (1923) 
from Howard University and also graduated from Gammon Theological Seminary (1928). Johnson 
briefly taught English at Morehouse and served as pastor of churches in Mumford, New York, and 
Charleston, West Virginia, before being named the first African-American president of Howard Uni- 
versity in 1926. Three years later he received the NAACP’s Spingarn Medal. An admirer of Mohandas 
IL Gandhi, Johnson visited India in 1950 and later spoke about Gandhi’s concept of satyagraha as a 
method of social change at Fellowship House in Philadelphia to a gathering that included King, then 
a student at Crozer. King later wrote that Johnson’s talk was “so profound and electrifymg that I left 
the meeting and bought a half-dozen books on Gandhi’s life and works” (Stride Toward Freedom, p. 96). 
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5 July 
'957 

Intellectually and spiritually, you areJitted f m  the work; and Z believe that God will 
give you all the strength which is needed day by day to go forward with it. " p  

Dr. Mordecai Johnson, President 
Howard University 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Johnson: 

I must apologize for being so tardy in replying to you concerning the matter 
which we discussed a few weeks Absence from the city on several occasions 
and the emergence of several unexpected responsibilities account for the delay. 
I can assure you that my failure to write you immediately was not due to sheer 
negligence, but to the inevitable pressures of an overcrowded schedule. 

I have thought and prayed over the decision many, many times since I talked 
with you last. After giving this offer every consideration I have come to the con- 
clusion that my work in the South is not quite complete, or at least I have not 
been able to do several of the things that I would like to see done before leaving. 
The vast possibilities of a non-violent, non-cooperative approach to the solution 
of the race problem are still challenging indeed. I would like to remain a part of 
the unfolding development of this approach for a few more years. When I talked 
with you the other night I felt that many of my obligations and desires in the 
South could be fulfilled by June of 1958. But now I have the feeling that it will 
take longer. In the light of the above mentioned considerations I find it necessary 
to decline your gracious offer to serve as Dean of the School of Religion. Please 
know that I regret this very deeply. This has been one of the most difficult deci- 
sions that I have h a d  to m a k e  in m y  brief  career.  The difficulty o f  the decision 

stems from the fact that the deanship of such an outstanding school of religion is 
something that the greatest of men will find challenging and attractive. 

Words are inadequate for me to express my deep appreciation to you for con- 
sidering me for such a significant position. It gives me a deep sense of humility to 
know that you at least feel that I can fill the post. I must thank you also for being 
so patient during my moments of decision. I will always remain indebted to you 
for your encouraging words and Christian generosity. 

With warm personal regards. 

Yours very truly, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
Minister 

MLEmlb 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 82. 

z. In 1958 King was again offered a position at Howard (see King to Daniel G. Hill, 23 June 1958, 

3. King and Johnson may have discussed the position when King attended the commencement ser- 
p. 430 in this volume). 
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